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DETAILED ACTION 
Oaim Rejections -35USC§102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on sale 
in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

Claims 10 and 1 1 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Maeda (US 
5,153,872). 

In regard to claim 10, Maeda discloses a method of reducing inter-symbol interference on 

! 

multivalued data in a read process by adjusting the power of a write pulse in a multivalue write 
process, comprising the steps of: (a) storing temporarily multivalued data sequentially (each datum 
of multivalued Q data to be recorded on track Tn is sequentially temporarily stored as Qn in the 
memory circuit of Fig. 1, element 101 (Col. 4, lines 1 1-17)); (b) assigning a write laser power 
respectively to each multivalue (Fig. 1, element Qn); (c) modifying the write laser powers 
sequentially using multivalues of a preceding mark value and a following mark value (the write laser 
power of each Qn is sequentially modified by the computation circuit of Fig. 1, element 103 using 
multivalues of preceding mark value Qn-1 and following mark value Qn+1 (Col. 4, lines 43-57 and 
Col. 7, lines 9-39)); and d) recording sequentially on a single track the modified write laser powers 
(the modified laser power of each Qn is sequentially recorded on the single track Tn be the cutting 
unit of Fig. 1 , element 2) . It is noted that Qn-1 precedes Qn because it is on the inner 
circumferential side of Qn and Qn-2 follows Qn because it is on the outer circumferential side of 
Qn (Col. 4, lines 16-20). 


Application/Control Number: 09/61 2,797 Page 3 

Art Unit: 2652 

In regard to claim 11, Maeda discloses that step (c) includes determining a modification 
quantity^ by an average value of the preceding mark value and the following mark value to be stored 
(Col, 8, lines 1 1-35). It is noted that the claimed "average value" is shown through weighting 
preceding and following values as shown by the coefficients used on the values "S". 

Allowable Subject Matter 

2. Claims 8 and 9 are allowable over the prior art of record. None of the references of record 
alone or in combination suggest or fairly teach a method for recording a sequence of multivalued 
data on a recording medium, comprising the steps of: (a) receiving the sequence of multivalued 
data for consecutive recording on a single track of the recording medium; (b) representing the 
sequence received in step (a) by a sequence of power levels; (c) grouping the sequence of power 
levels in step (b) into groups, with each group having first, second and third consecutive power 
levels firom die sequence of power levels; (d) averaging the first and third power levels to obtain an 
averaged power level; (e) modifying the second power level in each group by a derived value 
dependent on the averaged power level; and (f) recording on the single track the sequence of 
power levels of step (b) after being modified by step (e). 

Response to Arguments 

3. Applicant's arguments filed August 25, 2004 with respect to Maeda have been fiiUy 
considered but they are not persuasive. Applicant argues that Maeda does not disclose a step of 
recording sequentially on a single track the modified write powers. However, die claimed 
modified write powers read on the sequentially modified Qn powers of Maeda which are 
sequentially recorded on the single track Tn as discussed in die claim rejection above. 
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Conclusion 

Any inquir>^ concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Michael V Battaglia whose telephone number is (703) 305-4534. The 
examiner can normally be reached on 5-4/9 Plan with 1st Friday oflF. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, 
Hoa T Nguyen can be reached on (703) 305-9687. The fax phone number for the organization 
where this apphcation or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Pubhc PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
apphcations is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



